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• Potato chips – Created by George Crum in 1853 while working in Saratoga Springs, New York.
• The gas mask – Invented by Garrett Morgan in 1912, the gas mask saved 
thousands of soldiers’ lives during World War I. Morgan also invented the modern traffic signal.
• The light bulb – Edison may have invented the concept, but Lewis Latimer added the carbon filament that 
made lightbulbs last longer and made them commercially viable.
• Open-heart surgery – Daniel Hale Williams established the Provident Hospital and Training School Association 
in Chicago. In 1893, he performed the first open-heart surgery.in Chicago. In 1893, he performed the first open-heart surgery.
•The blood bank – Dr. Charles Drew created a technique for the long-term preservation of blood plasma and discovered 
everyone has the same type of plasma, making plasma transfusions universal. 3.

African American inventions have oøen gone unacknowledged and unappreciated. 
The following list of inventions and innovations by African-Americans may surprise you:

Black History Month is a celebration of African American achievements and is an opportunity to 
promote the oøen-overlooked roles African Americans have played throughout U.S. history. The 
origins of Black History Month began in 1915, 52 years aøer the 13th Amendment abolished slavery, 
when Carter G. Woodson and others founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History in Chicago. 
It evolved from “Negro History Week,” a celebration Woodson created in 1926 to highlight black contributions 
to civilization. 1. President Gerald Ford officially recognized Black History Month in 1976, asking us to honor the 
neglected accomplishments of African Americans throughout history. This tradition has been honored by every neglected accomplishments of African Americans throughout history. This tradition has been honored by every 
president since. 2.


