UAW-Ford Active Employees
Make Your $400 Textbook Reimbursement Go Further
Textbook Search Engines
Booksprice.com

Textbooks.com

Directtextbook.com

Bigwords.com

Whether you prefer to purchase, rent or download, a textbook search engine allows you to compare book prices to find the best price for new, used and rental
college textbooks at the major online stores. Search engines are a free, easy and objective tool in finding the best prices available on the textbooks you need.

How Text is Obtained

Advantages

New Purchase
Your local college bookstore
www.Amazon.com
www.BarnesandNoble.com

Used Purchase
www.Thriftbooks.com
www.Textbookscom
www.campus books.com
www.local college bookstore.com

 Can be kept for future reference






Disadvantages
 Usually the most expensive option (online
new purchases are usually less expensive
than the college bookstore)

For consecutive courses that may utilize the same
text (e.g., Physics 101 and then 102), a
subsequent purchase/rental may not be required.

Less expensive than purchasing new
Comparable in price to renting
 May be marred by a previous student’s
writing or highlighting
Can be kept for future reference
Can be purchased online or in the bookstore

For consecutive courses that may utilize the same
text (e.g., Physics 101 and then 102), a
subsequent purchase/rental may not be required.

 Unexpected fees and/or actual book
purchase may be required if the book is
returned damaged or is lost
 Shipping/mailing costs may be incurred
depending on the provider

 Some stores limit rental books to the largest, most
heavily attended courses, so there may not be
books available for smaller or less popular
courses.
 Be sure the ISBN matches the desired book.
Refunds for renting the wrong text are rare.
 Read the fine print. Rental rates and time frames
can vary widely.

Rental
www.bookrenter.com
www.ecampus.com
www.valorebooks.com
www.neebe.com
www.campusbookrental.com

 Less expensive than purchasing new and
sometimes less expensive than purchasing
used
 Most provided with pre-paid return labels

eTextbooks

 Considerably less expensive than hard copy  DRM (Digital Rights Management) may limit
access of texts to one or two devices
 Easily portable and accessible on a number
 Access may have an expiration date
of devices
 Eco-friendly: no paper consumed or waste  Printing of texts is usually allowed but may
produced
have limits/guidelines associated

www.chegg.com
www.coursesmart.com
www.ecampus.com/etextbooks
University Library

Things to Consider

 Not all texts are available in this format
 Be sure to consult school library for text that they
may have available electronically. Many schools
offer downloads of commonly used textbooks
 Make sure expiration date coincides with class
timeline

The $400 yearly Textbook Reimbursement can cover the cost of your purchase, rental or download as well as shipping and handling fees.
(Warning! International editions of textbooks may not be comparable to U.S. editions of texts. Buyer Beware!)

Obtain the Correct ISBN Number, Title, Author and Edition to Ensure the Correct Purchase!
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